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vious Argonaut store, which was built in 1974 on the corner of Colfax 
and Washington Street and had parking out front.

“There’s a couple of different scenarios that we’re looking at,” says 
Ron Vaughn, co-owner along with his father-in-law, Hank, and Ellen 
Robinson, Scott’s wife. “There’s some zoning issues, and so we’re 
looking at some different plans. Nothing’s concrete.”

The new Argonaut currently is renting parking-lot space in the back 
of the store from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.

The opening of the new $5 million Argonaut also comes six months 
after Colorado became the 35th state to allow Sunday sales at liquor 
stores, reversing a law that had been in effect since Prohibition. Staffing 
on Sunday figures to impact mom-and-pop liquor stores more than 
mega-outlets like Argonaut, which has 55 employees and is the state’s 
46th largest family-owned company, according to the annual ColoradoBiz 
Top 50 Family-Owned Companies list in this issue.	

Allowing Sunday liquor sales also figures to re-ignite a push by 
grocery stores to be able to sell full-strenth beer and wine. Currently 
they’re only allowed to sell beer with 3.2 percent alcohol. Lawmakers in 
February killed a bill that would have allowed grocery and convenience 
stores to sell full-strength beer. 	

“That’s going to be a continuing issue here in Colorado,” says 
Vaughn, who came from California 16 years ago where all types of al-
cohol can be sold in supermarkets. “The grocery stores definitely want to 
come in and do that, but Colorado’s unique in a lot of different ways, and 
one of them is that they have big liquor stores with wide selection. If you 
go to California, to the chain stores, you notice the selection is not as big as 
what you see when you walk in this store. And that’s the tradeoff: the selec-
tion. And the pricing, actually.”

A chief selling point of the new store is its sheer size: 40,000 square 
feet and a 7,000-square-foot mezzanine that boasts a temperature-con-
trolled fine-wine room. The new Argonaut has two times the cooler 
space and 60 percent more display area than the old store that now sits 
vacant across the alley.

Scott Robinson, now 47, remembers the move into the “then-new” 
Argonaut in 1974. He was 13.

“I remember moving stuff that weekend,” he says. Some 35 years 
later, “It’s almost the same deal. We kind of outgrew the building. Put 
it on adjacent land. Close for two days to move product, and move 
into the new building. It’s very, very similar.”

Robinson, who ran the store for 16 years before leaving to con-
centrate on real estate investment and development, is asked what he 
thinks about the new Argonaut and what it signifies.

“If anything, it’s just the longevity of the family business,” he says. 
“That the business still exists and it’s been in the family so long. We’re 
pretty well set up to continue for a while.”  	

From Left, Argonaut owners Ron Vaughn, Ellen Robinson and Hank Robinson.
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1	 2	 Tuff Shed Inc.	 $170,000	 $192,000	 -11.5%	 1,600	 2	 1	 27	M anufacturer and installer of storage buildings and garages	 Tom Suarey		D  enver	 tuffshed.com
2	 1	A merican Furniture Warehouse	 307,000	 330,457	 -7.1%	 1,500	 1	 1	 33	 Retail furniture and accessories	 Jake Jabs		E  nglewood	 afwonline.com
3	 3	 Vitamin Cottage Natural Food Markets Inc.	N /A	 164,871	N /A	 1,015	 12	 3	 53	 Retailer of natural foods and nutritional supplements	 Kemper & Zephyr Isely	L akewood	 vitamincottage.com
4	 5	 RK Mechanical Inc.	 151,780	 116,728	 30.0%	 911	 3	 2	 45	M echanical contractor	 Rick L. Kinning	D enver	 rkmi.com
5	 4	 Burt Automotive Network	N /A	 2,120,329	N /A	 840	 6	 2	 70	A utomotive sales, service, parts	L oyd G. Chavez	C entennial	 burt.com
6		P  roductive Data Solutions Inc.	 44,000	 40,100	 9.7%	 500	 2	 1	 21	I T solutions, tech staffing	 Joseph Martinez	 Greenwood Village	 pdsinc.com
7	 11	 Baxa Corp.	 130,000	 95,000	 36.8%	 483	 3	 2	 33	M anufacturer and marketer of medical devices	 Greg Baldwin		E nglewood	 baxa.com
8	 6	 Ralph Schomp Automotive	N /A	 267,980	N /A	 410	 4	 4	 67	A utomotive sales, service and parts	L isa J. Schomp	L ittleton	 schomp.com
9	 7	 Brannan Sand & Gravel Co.	 100,000	 100,000	 0.0%	 375	 5	 2	 20	A sphalt, concrete and utility construction services	C urt Marvel		D  enver	 brannan1.com
10	 10	 Haselden Construction LLC	 266,000	 260,000	 2.3%	 350	 3	 2	 36	 General contractor-construction manager	E d J. Haselden	C entennial	 haselden.com
10		C  lark’s Market Inc.	 45,000	 40,000	 12.5%	 350	 2	 2	 30	S even supermarkets in western Colorado and eastern Utah	 Tom Clark		  Basalt	N /A
10	 14	 Johnson Storage & Moving Co. Holdings LLC	 43,500	 45,212	 -3.8%	 350	 3	 4	 109	M oving, relocation services, distribution, record storage	 James R. Johnson	C entennial	 johnsonstorage.com
13	 8	M ike Shaw Automotive Group	N /A	 300,000	N /A	 347	 3	 1	 15	A utomotive sales and service	M ike Shaw		D  enver	 mikeshawauto.com
14	 12	 Hercules Industries Inc.	N /A	 85,250	N /A	 324	 7	 3	 47	M anufacturer/wholesaler of HVAC supplies	W illiam Newland	D enver	 herculesindustries.com
15	 13	P ublication Printers Corp.	N /A	N /A	N /A	 300	 8	 2	 30	C ommercial web printer	 Gary Rosenberg	D enver	 publicationprinters.com
16	 15	M cGuckin Hardware Inc.	N /A	N /A	N /A	 285	 6	 3	 53	 Retail hardware, kitchen and bath design center	 Barry Hight		  Boulder	 mcguckin.com
17		F  iore & Sons Inc.	 55,190	 41,281	 33.7%	 280	 6	 3	 50	E xcavation, demolition, utility and earthwork construction	M ichael E. Fiore	D enver	N /A
18	 17	 Van Gilder Insurance Corp.	N /A	 50,000	N /A	 250	 2	 4	 103	I nsurance broker	M ichael Van Gilder	D enver	 vgic.com
19	 9	 Guy’s Floor Service Inc.	N /A	N /A	N /A	 215	 8	 3	 67	F loor covering contractor	E dward Routzon	D enver	 guysfloor.com
19	 19	S wingle Inc.	 18,500	 18,500	 0.0%	 215	 0	 1	 61	L andscape care services and holiday dècor	 Thomas Tolkacz	D enver	 myswingle.com
21		P  orter Industries Inc.	 5,629	 5,960	 -5.6%	 200	 2	 1	 11	 Residential cleaning services	 Bob Stone		L  oveland	 porterindustries.com
21	 18	 Rocky Mountain Instrument Co. (RMI Laser)	 21,500	 23,000	 -6.5%	 200	 3	 1	 25	M anufacturer of precision optical components	D r. Yubong Hahn	L afayette	 rmico.com
										          and industrial laser marking systems
23	 21	W anco Inc.	 50,000	 44,000	 13.6%	 181	 4	 1	 25	M anufacturer of message and traffic-safety equipment, 	M ichael Wanasz	A rvada	 wanco.com
										          and portable surveillance trailers
24	 22	 Johnson’s Corner	N /A	N /A	N /A	 175	 4	 2	 57	 Travel plaza, truck stop	C hauncey Taylor	 Johnstown	 johnsonscorner.com
25		E  co-Products Inc.	 38,000	 10,600	 258.5%	 150	 2	 2	 18	M anufacturer of biodegradable and compostable	S teve Savage		  Boulder	 ecoproducts.com
										          food-service products
26	 24	D ellenbach Motors	N /A	N /A	N /A	 145	 10	 2	 43	C hevrolet, Cadillac, Subaru, Suzuki dealership	 R. Michael Dellenbach	F ort Collins	 dellenbach.com
27	 29	I nformation Technology Experts Inc.	 15,000	 15,000	 0.0%	 140	 3	 1	 13	I T services for commerce and government	M ai Tran		F  ort Collins	 itxfc.com
28	 26	 Republic Financial Corp.	 234,930	 314,510	 -25.3%	 136	 3	 2	 37	I nvestment company	 Randy Dietrich	A urora	 republic-financial.com
29		D  eBourgh Mfg.	N /A	N /A	N /A	 130	 4	 4	 99	S torage solutions	 Rob Berg		L  a Junta	 debourgh.com
30		  General Air Service & Supply Co.	N /A	N /A	N /A	 112	 3	 3	 38	D istributor of atmospheric gases and welding supplies	 Gary Armstrong	D enver	 generalair.com
31		I  stonish Inc.	 11,100	 11,400	 -2.6%	 110	 2	 1	 18	I T support, services, consulting	A nnette Quintana	D enver	 istonish.com
32		  Greiner Electric LLC	 18,500	 21,600	 -14.4%	 105	 5	 2	 11	E lectrical contractor	D avid Greiner		L ittleton	 greinerelectric.com
33		P  alisade Greenhouse Inc.	N /A	N /A	N /A	 100	 7	 3	 21	 Greenhouse, plant sales	 Thomas M. McKee	P alisade	 palisadegreenhouse.com
33		  RE/MAX Alliance	 2,500,000	 3,000,000	 -16.7%	 100	 2	 2	 10	 Real estate brokerage	C had Ochsner	A rvada	 homesincolorado.com
33	 30	 Roche Constructors Inc.	 145,000	 163,852	 -11.5%	 100	 2	 2	 37	 General contractor	 Thomas J. Roche	 Greeley	 rocheconstructors.com
33	 31	 Rockmount Ranch Wear Manufacturing Co.	N /A	N /A	N /A	 100	 3	 3	 62	M anufacturer of Western apparel	S teve Weil		D  enver	 rockmount.com
37		D  rapery Supply Co. Inc. 	N /A	N /A	N /A	 94	 6	 3	 50	W holesale manufacturer of custom window coverings	 Richard Robertson	A rvada	 dscwindowfashions.com
		         (dba DSC Window Fashions)
38	 32	 Horan & McConaty Funeral Sevice/Cremation	N /A	N /A	N /A	 93				M    ortuaries, cremation, memorial gardens	 John J. Horan		A urora	 horancares.com
39	 35	 Good Day Pharmacy	 21,000	 18,500	 13.5%	 88	 3	 1	 23	I ndependent pharmacy chain	 Vicki Einhellig		L oveland	 gooddaypharmacy.com
40		  RB Interior Trim Inc.	 13,000	 9,000	 44.4%	 86	 4	 1	 10	M anufacturer and installer of custom cabinetry	S cott R. Busteed	F ort Collins	 rbinteriortrim.com
41		CEA  VCO Audio Visual Co. Inc.	 18,000	 18,000	 0.0%	 73	 3	 2	 47	A udio visual system design, integration, installation	 Jack Emerson		A rvada	 ceavco.com
42	 34	W estern Slope Industries Inc.	 7,000	 7,200	 -2.8%	 70	 2	 2	 26	P aperboard packaging converting machinery	 H. Merritt Kinsey	 Grand Junction	 wslope.com
43		F  oster Electric Corp.	 7,000	 7,000	 0.0%	 61	 2	 1	 21	E lectrical contractor	 Bradley A. Foster	C olorado Springs	 fosterelectriccorp.com
43	 38	C ooper Heating & Cooling Inc.	 9,153	 9,338	 -2.0%	 61	 4	 2	 30	 HVAC and plumbing contractor	 Gary Cooper		  Broomfield	 cooperheatingandcooling.com
45		E  aster-Owens Electric Co. Inc.	N /A	N /A	N /A	 60	 4	 2	 53	M anufacturer of custom controls for industrial and	D avid Easter		A  rvada	 easter-owens.com
										          commercial applications – prisons, power plants, oil
										          and gas, mining, wind farms
46	 47	A rgonaut Wine & Liquor	N /A	N /A	N /A	 55	 2	 3	 41	W ine and beverage retailer	 Hank & Ellen Robinson, 	D enver	 argonautliquor.com
											           Ron Vaughn
46	 70	W ilderness Aware Rafting	 1,000	 1,000	 0.0%	 55	 3	 2	 24	O utdoor tour operator	 Joe Greiner		  Buena Vista	 inaraft.com
47		E  d Carroll Motor Co. Inc.	N /A	N /A	N /A	 50	 4	 2	 40	 Volkswagen, Audi and Porsche dealership	 John Carroll		F  ort Collins	 edcarrollmotorco.com
47		A  ffordable American Insurance	N /A	N /A	N /A	 50	 4	 1	 5	I nsurance agency group	 Tony Fernandez	 Thornton	 affordableamericaninsurance.com
47	 45	M arner Inc., dba Competition Headwear	 2,000	 1,300	 53.8%	 50	 4	 1	 17	M anufacturer and embroiderer of baseball-style hats	L aurence R. Polner	D enver	 marnergroup.com
47	 43	 JHB International Inc.	N /A	N /A	N /A	 50	 3	 2	 40	C lothing and craft button wholesaler	 Jay Barr		D  enver	 buttons.com
47	 25	D estination Services Corp.	 14,500	 16,000	 -9.4%	 50	 5	 1	 25	D estination management, event planning	 Kathleen Fort Carty	A von	 dsc-colorado.com


